Jo Norris (Sirron) is the Assistant Secretary for The Beagle Club

My first beagle arrived in 1980 when my parents decided we needed to get a dog. I however didn’t want a dog, I was terrified of them! My first memory is hiding behind dad on the settee from Candy, our 8 week old puppy.

However, Candy (Beacott Ballad) changed my life and in 1982 Beacott Bonnylad joined us. By this time we had discovered the dog-showing bug! I had a relatively successful career in Junior Handling winning The Bucky Trophy for Best Beagle Junior Handler of The Year in 1983.

Our third beagle, Bondlea Poacher, joined us from Marion Hunt in 1988 and I campaigned him to 1CC , 2RCC’s and numerous Best Veteran awards.

For my 18th birthday, Marion gave me half shares in Becky and our showing partnership began. Becky went on to become CH & IR CH Valsacre Tactful of Bondlea. I was proud to handle Becky to my greatest achievement so far – BOB at Crufts in 1995.

In 2001 Marion & I imported Mingus Keyboard from Australia. PK was the first dog to be shown under our joint affix, Shercroft. PK’s daughter Lottie (Valsacre Concerto At Shercroft), arrived in 2003 and from Lottie’s litter we kept Shercroft Portrait (Penny) who has just started her show career.

Under my own affix ‘Sirron’ I have shown Moondancer of Sirron, Sirron Spokesman and Sirron Solong. I judge at all levels and was passed to award CC’s in 2006.

I am currently Assistant Secretary of the Beagle club, having joined the committee in 1993.

