
BEAGLE CLUB HEALTH SEMINAR
 

 

At the invitation of The Animal Health Trust, The Beagle Club held a Health Seminar on 20th February at Newmarket.  Some of the attendees had travelled long distances and although the majority were Beagle enthusiasts, others were from Min.W/H Dachshunds, Whippets and Greyhounds. Vice-Chairman of the General Committee, Mike Townsend, represented The Kennel Club.
 

In his opening address club President David Webster pointed out the Beagle Club intended to maintain the high standard of health in the breed bequeathed by the 19th century Masters of Hounds hence the need to have the small number of new diseases investigated by the AHT.
 

Samantha Goldberg started off by dealing with MLS ( Musladin / Leuke or Chinese Beagle Syndrome)  As the Veterinary Health Co-ordinator for all the Beagle breed clubs, she has written several articles on the subject but this was the opportunity for more detailed discussion on the symptoms, diagnosis and treatment of the disease.
 

Elsa Beltran from the (AHT)discussedLafora Disease in Dogs.  She explained the background to this hereditary disease which had been found in MinWH Dachshunds,Beagles, Basset Hounds and a few other breeds.  The genetic mutation causing the disease had been found in the Dachshunds& Bassets but so far had not been identified in Beagles.  Elsa dealt with its diagnosis, clinical features,treatment and prognosis.
 

Jane Coatesworth (AHT) discussed the more tangible disease of Canine Atopic Dermatitis, covering its symptoms, diagnosis and treatment. She said CAD was a common and complex disease that required careful diagnosis and treatment tailored to the individual dog.
 

Vicky Hayden of Royal Canin successfully dispersed the post-prandial effects of the buffet lunch with her professional presentation on Canine Nutrition covering the condition of bitches, gestation, whelping and rearing of pups.
 

Sam Goldberg's second presentation was on Steroid Responsive Meningitis (SRM) which is appearing more frequently in some breeds. The cause is not yet known and diagnosis is based on symptoms and a spinal tap. She discussed several methods of treatment and appealed for owners to provide DNA swabs and blood samples.
 

Mike Bursell (AHT) talked about Analysing Samples for Hereditary Disease describing his work as " looking for a pinhead on the road from Lands End to John O’Groats. He took his audience through the number-crunching processes of reducing more than two billion possibilities to just one.
 

Professor Jeff Sampson, The KC's Chief Health Officer, ended the day by detailing the tremendous amount of work done by the KC on Canine Health and outlined future projects. Among the latter is the  "Mate Select Tool Box " which will help breeders make important evaluations. However, he stressed it will not replace the experience required to breed high quality, healthy dogs.
 

The audience left for home with much to think about, but all agreed on the high standard of the discussions in which they had taken part during a very successful day.
 

 

(DAVID  WEBSTER )                                                                                                                               21st February 2011  
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